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said: 'Are you insured with Jesus? Jesus has positively
guaranteed eternal life. . . . This life' (holding up her
thumb) cis just a teeny span.' Auden wishes he had bit-
ten it.
We have now decided to leave at once for Kin-hwa. It
is no good waiting for the result of the Governor's in-
quiries, or the return of the Fourth Army officers to Nan-
chang. If we can't get through to Ningpo or Wenchow
later, well, we can't. There will be plenty of time to bother
about that after we have visited the south-eastern front.
Today we at last met Wingeter, the American engineer
and civil pilot who is working at the air-field here. Win-
geter lives at the Burlington, and it is a great pity we
didn't get to know him sooner, for we both like him very
much. Wingeter is leading a lonely, worried life—uncer-
tain whether to return to New York and rejoin his wife,
or renew his contract here. He and Berube are the only
English-speaking Westerners, apart from the missionaries,
in Nanchang. On the air-field there are a number of Rus-
sian pilots, but they keep very much to themselves, and
are constantly being changed. After a few months' service
a pilot returns to Russia and a new man comes out to
take his place. When the Japanese attack Hankow the
Nanchang planes often fly out to cut off the raiders' re-
treat. If the Nanchang air-field itself is bombed the Rus-
sians take up their heavy bombers and fly them away out
of danger until the raid is over. But the Chinese guards
remain on the field, ready to run out and plant flags in the
bomb-craters, so that the Russians, on their return, may
be able to make a safe landing. Wingeter says that the
Chinese behave on these occasions with incredible bra-
very. Many of them get killed. If there is a night-raid
Wingeter jumps into his car and drives out to the hills,
for the Burlington is too near the air-field to be safe. A
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